the mind of the devotee to a temple of worship wherein
pure love resided permanently and illumined the heart.
The heart being illumined, the vision became clear.
This was non-violence in action. A mind not set on
God was given to wandering and lacked the quality of
a temple of worship.
RICH AND POOR
Referring next to the wide gap that was still exist-
ing between the rich and the poor among the refugees,,
Gandhiji said that he had noticed, while in Noakhali
as in Delhi, that rich people managed to flee from
affected areas, leaving the poor in a helpless condition.
This should not be. The rich and resourceful should
have fellow-feeling for the poor and never leave them
in the lurch. They must all sink or swim together.
Adversity should abolish all distinctions of high and low
or rich and poor. Then their refugee camps would be
models of sanitation and solid co-operation.
FORCIBLE CONVERSIONS CONDEMNED
Gandhiji then mentioned a visit of some Muslim
friends, who had complained about forcible conversions
of hundreds of Muslims to Hinduism and Sikhism.
Condemning such reported conversions, Gandhiji said
that religion could not be forced upon an unwilling
heart. Every so-called convert to Hinduism or Sikhism
should feel sure that the conversion was not to be
recognized and that every such 'convert' was free to
follow his original faith. This applied equally to so-
called converts to Islam. If it - was to be otherwise, it
would mean death to the three religions. It was the
duty of the people to see that the minorities lived without
any fear of the majority. If the Muslims from the Union
wanted to go to Pakistan, they should be allowed to
123